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PERMIT me, Sirs, with lan-
Luage unfeigned, to exprefs my grateful
acknowledgment . for the diffinguifbed
bonour conﬂrred on me; who, under the
Javour of your Patronage, bave brought

' forward, in an obvious point of view, the

Learning, Antiquity, and Curiofities, of
thofe Venerable Religionifis whofe name
jou deign to retain. It is great plea-
Jure to me, that I bave it in my power
th
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tbus to acknowledge the -Kindnels and
Friend/bip of fo numerous, loyal, and
refpeétable a Body of His Majefly's Sub-
Jecisy, and publicly, to declare, with how
great Efieem, and true Regard,
II AM; GEN'.I‘LEMEN',‘I
YOUR MOST. OBEDIENT,

AND MOST HUMBLE SERVANT,

JACOB DES MOULINS.




THE PREFACE.

| THE prefent Treatife I now offer to
the Public view was, at firft, oply in-
tended for the perufal of a few friends;
but, from the calamities and misfor-
tunes of 'a contlguous nation, I'am in-
‘duced from the refpect I béar my
country, to adduce thofe collateral
‘ ewdences of truth, that will, at the
firt view, convince every intelligent
Reéader of the unavoidable neceffity of

due fubordination and conformity to
juft
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juft laws—-which our predeceffors
eminently laid claimto, and fhoneforth -
under the wife adminiftration of the

_Ancient Druids, and formed the bafis
“of our happy Conftitution.

Yet, whatever vindictive proofs I may
averof the fublimity of our Anccf’cors; it
muﬁ'at the fame time be oWned, if they
had their bright fide they had a dark.

"one too, which. will be fubmitted im-

partially ; and whatever appears dubi-~
ous, I fhall leave every ape at his own.
liberty, either to judge them fo, or to

- make (if he pleafe) better guefles;, pre-

ferving always a juft and fri& regard
between. caufes.and effects, &c.

BroGgra-
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BiocraPHY will beannexed to prove,

in a political view, the junction reci-
procally corroborating to repel unjuft
authority, and uphold their dignity,

- 4all they were over-powered by num-

bers, and expelled—from whence their
Antiquities will be judicioufly brought
forward,

To conclude : whatever is offered to
“the Pyblic of this kind, muft undergo
~* avariéty of cenfures ; every one there

"~ hasaright to judge, though few have

the ability to judge rightly: Criti-
cifm is an undefined thing, under no

fettled rule, often governed by pteju_- A

dice or paffion, by humour or fancy;
whence it frequently comes' to pafs,
' that
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that what is agreeable to oAné. tafte is
-difpleafing to .another. To pleafe all

‘is impofiible; to have faulgs is imavqid—

" able ; to- have no errors is a privilege
above the condition of humanity ; un-
der it, happieﬁ is he who has feweft
 of them. _

" " ERRATUM.

" Page28. The Matter of the 3d and 4th Notes are
tranfpofed.

-
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A SUCCINCT ACCOUNT,

- *

DRUIDS.

’Of the ancient Druids, sheir - Philofophy, Difcipline,
Derivaticns, and Etymology.

that of the Jews only excepted, is invelved in
fable and obfcurity; nor can that of any people be
more obfcure or more fabulous than that of the Druids;
yet it muft at the fame time be owned, that even fuble
itfelf is fometimes only truth difguifed; and why the

fabulous account of Druids may not be originally -

founded in truth, or be truth difgulfed, I leave to the
determination of thofe who have allowed the origin and
hiftory of the Romans and Greeks to have been true in
the main, though invelved in obfcurity, and teeming
with fiction.

I muft here begmd privrd, that is, from the nec..ﬂa-'y

grounds and reafons of mankind’s firft adtions in"colo- .

mizing the Earth. I fhall endeavour to eftablifh fuch
politions as are moft coherent with, and conformable
B : 0

THE firft account of every nation in the World )

\
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to- Nature, under fuch and fuch circumftances, and
- moft agreeable fo the truth of records andappearanccs -
of things. By which method, I am obliged to lay down
as a firm foundation ; Firft, that afet form of fpeech:
Secondly, that a dctermmed fcheme of laws, and,
Thirdly, thata fettled fyftem of religian, joiatlyand natu-
rally adhered to, 2nd accompanied the divided knots and
facieties of mankind, in the various advances of their
progreffion and travels ; and were conveyed with them
into thofe countries they fixed and fettled in.

This being fuppafed, it will in the Rext place be very

obvious and natuml to think that each of thefe prima-
ry acquifitions, viz. language, laws, and religion, as ’
they were at firft more rude and contracted, more rough
and unpolifhed, only proportioned and adapted to the
mere neceflities of life, and to the then narrow and con-
cife performances of divine worthip ; fo when the feve..
ral tribes and claffes of people began to fix and fettle
themfelves into formed and rcgular focieties,—Then,
1 fay, thefe acquifitions, thefe rationa] a@ls of human
life, began to apen aad difplay themfelvgs, to fcour off
their original rudencfles, and to appear, here and there,
- morc prompt, ufeful, and comprehenfive.  The lan-
guage in a fhort time became weore tsim and cdpious,
the laws more nervous and vigorous,. juftly fuited to
the advantages of communitics ; and religion, the mif~
. trefs of all, variegated and fet herfelf off in multitudes
of pompous thews and appearances,

Together. with thefe fut acquifitians of mankind
grew up, the leifurely improvements of natural and me- -
taphyfical knowledge ; though thefe, I confefs, have
been much influenced and directed by the traditiopal
Cabala, chicfly cherithed and preferved in Scho/a Pa-
triarchalim——in the Patriarchal Repofitory»—avith
which the prime Sephifts of many of the firft gatians, it

. B

-
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THE ANCIENT DRUIDS. 3

is allowed, had frequent intercourfes and communica.

‘Now towards this improveirient of natural andl fuper-
natural knowledgé in thefé éaily igés of the world, wé
may obfervé many helps and advantages €o accrue na-
turally to thefe firlt eftablifiers, as well of ar€s as of

empire, in the many région$ nd countries théy camé

into.

Fiks¥. Théir moft mportant indefitigable ehdea:
vours in arte fignorum—in framing, enlarging,
and polithifig 6f languages,” gave them octafion to make
ample difcoveriés into the nature; habitudes, and con-
cdtenation of thihgs, to which their excdgirated founds,
and hew=forined words, wetein a regular ftrufture of
fpeech, to have an agrecable reference ard proportion.

Sxconpry. Their profound tlaborate difquifitions
into the groundsund reafons of laws arid govetnments,
which they were then every wheré forming, gave them,
occafiomally, confiderablé infight into the mamers, in-

_ clinations, #nd tempets$ of men; and into the natures .

and differences of human paffions.

TairoLy. Their ferlous warmth and concern for
feligion, prompted and réifed their thoughts to mare
divine contemplations; gave them profpe@s of a
futare being, and at fenrgth put them upon many clear

“and diftint ideas 6f divine amd fupernatural objects.
. Andas thefé-three pdrticulars, nanvely hurgaage; laws,

amd religion, hive béen the earlieft and moft applied to
as being of the moft important orfideration tomankind ;
fo they have among otitér ‘advantages to the happinefs of
the people, been the frefheft and earlieft grounds that

 gave growth and improvement to natural and metaphy-
 fical fciences.

Thus the growing race of mankind having no f'oon-
er fat themfelves down in diftin& fettled nations,
) B2 which
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-which Strabo, out of Ephorus, branches at firft in-
tothefe, wiz. Scythe, Indi, Athiopes, and Celte.—
But a fet of men in each of thefe divifions, we may well
imagine, put their heads to work, and began to cherifh
feeds of knowledge ; partly natural and Jatent in them,
and partly acquired by oral traduction from the patri-
archal ‘Cabala ; in the latter of whith, the antediluvian
knowledge, inall its branches, was carefully preferved
and eminently flourifhed.

Thefe men of thought and fpeculation, whofe chief
province was to enlarge the bounds of knowledge, as
their fellows do thofe of empire, into what country or
climate foever thcy came ; as they were generally curi-
ous themfelves, in impofing names agreeable to the na-
tures and properties of things and a&tions ; fo they them<
felves, likewife,came to be named and diftinguithed by
others, by appellations peculiarly agreeable to, and
fignificative of, fome moft noted and remarkable circum-
ftance of their public tranfations and appearance.

On this account, I take it, the Indians called their
great promoters " of civility and humanity Brachmans,
probably froma primitive word they might carry with
them, Barach, to praife and celebrate, and no doubt the
Ethnopxans and Scythians gave to theirs alfo fuitable ap-
pellatives at that time, though now forgotten ; and thus
it was that we, the Celte, came to call our firft mafters
of knowledge, Dru1Ds, from the Celtic word, Deraw*
asitis generally thought; and that becaufe thefe men
{cemed paffionately fond of that tege, under which it is cer-
tain they frequently appeared in every folemn and public
tranfaction.

It is indeed acknowledged on all hands, that the an-
cient DruLDs had their name from Deraw, whether from
the Greek or Celtic, which differ not much in found, is
not material to enquire. But that thcu' cuftom of cele-
: brating

¢ Oar.
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bra;mg the Oak,and ufing formed groves for their pablic
miniftrations and folemn performances, proceeded from-
the example and imitation of ABRAM’s doing the
like under the Oaks of MAMRE, Gen. xviii. 1.
Though it be the general opinion, yet I fhall take the
liberty to -differ from it, and to fuppofe farther, that
both ABrRAM and they took up this cuftom from a
more ancient pattern, viz. the antediluvian praltice,
as the ancient Heathens did many things relating to re-
ligion, according to, and agreeing with, the recorded
cuftomsof the primitive Jews; not that they took them
up from thofe Jews by way of example and imitation, '
but as they both as well thofe Jews asthe ancient gen-.
tiles, followed a more ancient copy, the- Miizoth or facred
patriarchal rubric.

It is known that a tree was of facred ufe in Paradife.—
* It was a tree, Gopher, which Gop peculiarly defigned
for the building of the ark; and on a tree the falvation
of the World was to be accomplithed. A tree, therefore,
being fo celebrated by Almighty Providence, we may
ceafe to admire that devout Antiquity placed fo much
facrednefs on it, as to make groves their firfk and moft
ancient tcmples and places of divine worfhip. And
fince it is uncertain of what fpecies that tree was,.’
which was fo remarkably diftinguithed by Providence,
we may as well take_here the word of Annqluty, and.
fuppofe they pitched on the Oak, paid their greateft
veneration to it, and, fome of them if. the commorn
fentiments be right, took their name and charaéter from
it, upon very prevailing reafons now unknown to us.

The truth of all this is very apparent, both in divine
and human records, that the Oak, of all the trees in
the World, hath been of moft fpecial regard and ve-
neration with devout Antiquity, in their facred reli-
gious performancess  Of which, to clear tie way

to
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to thé unfolding the grounds and reafons of the
ancient Druidical inftitution among us, I fhall proceed
én with the following inftances.
FirsT, The Sacred Scriptures affure us, that the firft
temples, or local confecrations, were groves of Oak,
“under which Gop himfelf appeared; Angels were en—
tertained, covenants were formed, oblations and facri-
fices offered, and whatevér elfe belonged to the dignity
of Gop’s houfe, and to the facrednefs of divine worfhip,
under the patriarchal ceconomy, were vifible in groves
and Oak-holts. « And Asram (fays Moses) paf.
fed through the land to the place of SicHEM, (ad allon
Moreb) to the Oaks or Oak-grove of MorEH, where
the Lord appcared uato him, and faid, unto thy feed
will I give this land; and ABRAM builded there analtar
unto the Lord.” Gea. xii, 6.
Alfo we read, that “ All the men of Sicmem ga- -
thered together, and all the men of Mirro, and went
- -and made ABimELECH King, by the Oak of the pil-
lar.”” Fudges ix 6. Nay, in that very place, and of
* that very pillar, the author of the Book of Josnua, fays
that, © JosHUA took a great ftone, and fet it up there,”
thatis, ¢ in Schechem, under the Qak, which was to be
taken for the Sanctuary of the Lord.” Fo/hua xxiv. 26,
On thefe luculent teftimonies of divine fcriptures, the
learned DickiNson breaks out —

—— En primos Sacerdotes quernos ! en patriarchas
Druidas !
DiaTR. de Orig. Druip.

Seconpry.—That the Heathens pra&tifed the fame,
in whofe moft celebrated authors we find  Sacra Fovi
guercusy” is evident beyond difpute. Nay, they were
not only the Britifh and Gaulith Druids whoadmired

and
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and vencrated that prince of trees, but the Heathens
about Syria and Paleftine retained the fame fondnefs to
it; for when the apoftatizing Jews forfook the Law of
their God JEHOVAH and abandoned themfelves to the
idolatrous praétices of their heathenifh neighbours,
what did they do? * They facrificed (fay the facred
text,) upon the tops of mountains, and burnt incenfe
upon hius, under Oaks and Poplars, and Elms.”
Hq/m iv.13.  “Underevery thick Oak they did offer
fwect facrifice to all their Idols.” Ezck. 6. 13. ‘
T o reduce what has been faid to the place and fub-
je&t of my enquiry, 1 thall affirm from the foregoing evi-
dence, that this prime celcbration of Oak-groves aready
mentioned, bemg of patriarchal, if not of divine inftitu~
tion ; and our weftern Celta being fo refolutely tenacious
of 1t, and fo zcaloufly devoted to it, that their Cory-
- pheei, théir firft and chiefeft mafters ot Lnow.edoe, the
Druids took their diftin&ion and chara@®er from it.—
The cafe, 1 fay, being fo, we may well conceive, that
thefe venerable religionifts of the age, (re.igion, in ifs
generz] Idea, bemg the chief conccrament of mankind,
:and knowledge its rule and direion toboth of which
thefe religious DR U1DS emincntly laid claim and title,}
had charms enough in their fkill and knowledge, in their
addrefs and converfation, to obtain to themfzlves the chicf
pofts of management wherever they refided, and when
obtained, to fecure their credit and reputanbn, and
thereupon to bear up a port and authority (nohard “thing
for them to do 1 that eafy obfequious age) inorder ta
obtainthe chief ftroke in the conduét of all public and
private affairs among their fellow-gitizens, whercvcn
they hapen to fix and festle. :
Upon this bottom, thefe infinuating priefts, we may
well imagine, foon wound up themfelves tofuch areputa-

tionand paweryas to beable to prefcribeand give laws to
, othes
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others; and when they arrived to this eminence, their
next ftep was to provide for and eftablifh themfelves;
and eafily perceiving that the propagation of knowledge
was beft upheld and continued, (they being no men of
letters) by fixed and fettded foundations and focieties,
they logked about, we may fuppofe, for the moft
convepient places to cftablith themfelves in, the moft
reclufe retreat, were the advantages they fought for, and
when they found it out, their authority might foon pre-
vail, to get themfelves poflefled of it, and eftablithedin it..
. The advmtaoes they might chiefly feek for, were of
two forts —Fx.ﬁ n“tural fuch as were moft agreeable
to their defigns, and, Secondly, political, fuch as beft
fecured the ends of their intended eftablifhment.’

FirsT,—From its natural appearance, might endear
them to thefe fequeftered haunts, (as being more folita-
ry and lefs incommoded with the affrightments of war
and tumult,) to give firft fuck to the infant mufe, and
to afford the carlicit ftrokes and lineamentsto the growth
of knowledge.

SecoNnLy,—A pelitical confideration of the advan-
tages they might acquire, that is, folitude and fafety,

" - we may well fuppofe, did no lefs oblige thefe men of

thought and retirement, and in2 manner force them te
that choicc, than thofe laft mentioned beauties of Nature
. might allurc them to it. .
Having fet down the grounds and reafons of the ori-
gin and inftitutions of thefe heathcnifh Priefts, I fhall
procecd to account for their philofophy and difci-
pline, and other particulars of their eftablifhment,
. referring therefore affuranczs, oa the proofs of fatts and
evxdences
First,—I fhall give fome previous hints of thefe re-
Kzious perfons 3 firft fteps in the progrefs of their im-
provemcnts in the way of knowledge ; Secondly, to ob-
ferve
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derve and account for their philofophy and difcipline.—
Thirdly, for their orders and focictiés. Fourthly,
for their authority and power ; and, Fifthly, for their
facred things and places. In fome of which particu-
lars, namely, in their philofophy and morzlity, we may

".obferve thefe religious Druids to have fignalized them-
felves in that great and folemn work of raifing and im-
Jproving the faculties of mankind; and of advancing
and fuiting to proper ends, all the parts of true, folid,
and inftru@ive knowledge, in thefe weltern parts of
-Europe; not only before others, but alfo above and
beyond the then ordinary means and meafures. And
here let no one difpife, and think the accounting for
the affairs and tranfa@ions of thefe men, to be vain and
frivolous, who have in thejr time deferved fo well of
_the world, and whofe charaéter and actions were ef-
teemed worthy to be recorded and tran{mitted to our
hands even by the greateft of ancient authors.

. FirsT, therefore, we are to conceive, according to
the hypothefis already laid down, that the firft ftep in
the improvement of human' faculties, and the applica-
tion of them in the way of knowledge and prallice, to
ufeful and inftrutive ends and purpofes, was in this
weftern part of the world, begun and fet on bya few
thoughtful perfons here and there; who afterwards.
confociating and aflembling together, procceeded to
Settle principles, and to form their little platforms
and inftitutions in 2 verbal difcurfive way; to which
they ever after cleaved, neglecting the ufe of l=tters,
as an innovation inconfiftent with their more ancient
eftablithments.  And this may be one argument of the
feniority of 'this learned fec, to all thofe other peopic,
who have fet up by the help of letters, beyond which,
excepting the ancient Druids, I think there are few
pretenders. :

C : Although
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Although they made no ufe of books, yet by what-we
read of them, we find that their fchemes extended to al
the ufeful parts of learning, which they couched undcr
apt fignificant words in rythmical compofitions with a
peculiar clafs of their faciety, whom they call Beirdd,
‘(from the original word Pared,* to divide and diftin-
guifh,) that is, men feperated from the reft, for their
extraordinary talents of memory, ta that peculiar work,
of recording and reciting, on occafions’ the various
thecorems and explications of their whole fyﬁem of
knowledge.

. SEconpLy.—The delivered and taught philofophy
,and learning of this Druidical feét feemed, in the gene-
_ralair of it, to be fymbolical and enigmatical, efpecial>
ly the moral partof it; agreeing in that with the tra.

"ditional Cabala of the Jews.- In imitation of which,
“the moft ancient things amongft the Heathen philofo-

© phers, have been fhrouded in veils and obfcurities.

——Says DioGENEs LAERTIUS of thefe Druxds,
.% They affirm that they taught obfcurely and enig-

matically their points of philofophy, from hence it is
likely other fe&s and parties; as CLEMENs ALEXAN--
DRINUS obferves, “ufnally couched the graveit parts of
their learning under thefe involutions and fhadaws;”
which PyTHAGORAS, afterwards advanced to the

- highef} i impravement that way; from whom' the imi.

tating Grecks took it into vogue, and amufed thc

" world with their mythologies and riddles. :

Butin articular, as to the parts and divifions of that
phx]ofophy, it was, as others oenerally are, cither an
cxpofition or regulation of nature; that is, it was
¢hiefly aimed and direéted cither to the unfolding the
abftrufities of her phoenomena, or to regulating the ob-

* A wallor fcpgraﬁon._
- liquities
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hquitles and diforders of her operations. ‘The firft be-
- ing fpeculative: and properly philofophy ; the other
pralical, and properly difcipline: of which in their
order, s
. Firsty of their Philofophy, properly fo called.—
They feemed, if we credit antiquity, to have taken a
full . draught of the theory of nature, according to tho
gauge of that time. - Théy made quick refearches into
her principles and operations.  Befides the natural,—
as if that -had been their chief province,—they profefled
alfo, moral philofophy.” :
-~ But in the management of the natural—-whether the
. pnnclple on which they generally explicated things were
conpufcularian, or complex znd elemental, 1. cannot
determine ; but am inclined to bclicve them to have
been the former, as -more agreeable to the Sidonian
philofophy, .which was plainly atomical; atd with
which our celebrated Druids, on account of our moft
ancient commerce and trafic with the Pheenicians, muft
have had no fmall acquaintance and communication.

‘They deeply confideréd nature in her largeft extent,
inher fyftems, inher motions, in her magnitudes, and

- powers; in ali which, they feem to cabalize; for
Cafar, who beft knew them, gives us this account
of them. “ They difpute much of the ftars and their
motions, and the magnitude of the . world, and of the
parts thereof ; and of the nature of things.”” To the fame

purpole PomPonius MELA, fpeaks of their accute’

difcourfesof the {yftem of the world, and of their deepin-
fight into natural caufes; to which he adds geography,
as Pliny does inagic and' medicine. All which were
acquifitions vergameceflary. to uphofd the dignity and
power which thefe Druids had obtained over the people.
through a great part of Europe.
Now their phifielogy being fo comprehenfive as to
. : Ca2 ‘ take
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take in, with the theory of nature ; aftronomy, medicire,
, and natural magic; and all this upon the corpufcularian
hypothefis ; as it may feem very probable, from their
ancient frequent comerce by means of the "[yrian and
Sidonian traders, with the Pheenician philofophy, par-
ticularly with the placits of MocHus, the Sidonian,
whom our learned SHELDON, takes to be Mosgs. 1
" fay befides thefc noble parts of natural knowledge,_their
metaphyfics likewife, made ftrong flights, partly on
the ftrength of their own ratiocination, asin the unity.
of the Deity, the immortality of the foul of man, and
ather confequent dogmata ; -and partly, alfo, from caba-
liftic traditions, as in that of the conflagration of the
~ world, the pre-exiftance of fouls, and tranfigration
of them from one vehicle to another, the propitiation
of facrifice, and many more particulars of that fart,.
. which thty ftrongly profefled and taught ; though indeed,
as to that one, of the unity of the Godhead, the ftream
of idolatry, towards the latter end of their time, bore
ftrong upon them, and deflected them from their profe(-
f:d monotheifm, to give divine worfhip. to. medioxu-
mate Gods ; but thefe errors crept lately among them,,
or they worthiped the one God under feveral titles and ..
appellations. :

That thefe eminent parts of philofophy, both natural
and metaphyfical, acquired as I have faid, by the
carly acquaintance they had with the Pheenician
learning, flourifhed for fome time among our ancient
Druids, we may well take for granted, on the words
of thofz excellent authors I have nowsmentioned. But

. of what fort their notions 'and explications of  things
‘were, though among us all remgjps and footfteps
of them are quite loft and perithed; yet we have much
to guefs; and it fhould feem that they were the fame,
or very riear a-kin, with what PyTuacoras Samivs
fome time after, about the Sixtieth Olympiad, fetched

- : alfe
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alfofrom thediciples of the 2bove MocHus (as Jamsrl-

. cus affirmséin the Lite of PYTHAGORAS) and left re-

corded in hisltalic fchool ; or at leaft the faid PyTHA-
GORAs might well have borrowed the chief points of
his philofophy from his neareft neighbours the Gaulith
Druids, who had had them before from Phcenicia,
and conveyed them that way to Italy. And what it was

‘that made up the’ frcateﬁ part of the philofophy of Py -

THAGORAS, befides what has been recorded and pre-
ferve tous by his own fcholars, DEmoTRICUs and Lvu- - -
cIPPus of old, GALItEo and GASSENDUs of late .
have fufficiently taught us.

SEcoNpLy. As to the dilcipline of thefe Drums,
or that pratical part of their philofophy which refer-
redto and concerned, either their own eftablifhment
and fociety, or the people over whom they prefided and
governed. I find it chiefly confifted of , and exerted
itfelf in thefe three particulars. Firft; in the condu&
and management of themfelves. Secondly; in ads
of public decifions and judicature; and, - Thirdly, in
the folemn rights and performances. of religion. Which
brings me to the third:obfervation propoftd, that is, -
their orders and focicties. ‘

First.—Then as to the regulation of themfelves,

and the prime eftablifhment of their focieties and orders ;

their politics feem to have been very cautious and ex-
tremely provident in the uniform model and plot of their
conftitution.. ‘They fubmitted themfelves to one whom
they were implicitly to obey, and to be folely guided

. by, in the weightieft condu& of affairs. And then they

divided their whole body into diftin@ clafles and fra-
‘ternities, fuited and proportioned to the feveral parts
and employments of their funttion and office. And
in matters of ceconomy and claffical regimen,’ they

. were forted in an agreeable fubordination and de-

gendame of one order and fociety upon another, and
, of
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" “ofall uperi one chief or- mctmpoﬁtan, if Imay fo edlf,
him.

" This. chlefor head Dmrd had a fupreme metropo-
litical power, not only over their own collegme fo-
tieties, butalfo over the feperate communities dnd, go-

vernments of people through the whole- riation,” as -

-Caefar exprefly affirms* “ over all thefe, meaning the
‘Wholg order of them, “ there is one, fuprefae head and
govc;nor, to whofe Junfdn‘.’non and authonty Jhey
wete to pay obedience and fubmiffion, in-all mtters
relating to their cognizance, &c.”’ And that all people

- did yearly bring their appeals‘from all places of the Jand,
%o his tribynal or court of audience in Gallia, as their
demicr refort, their laft plea of juftice. Cafar is ex-
prefs - “ thefe high pontiffs with their afleffors, the heads
and prefidents, probably, of their ‘inferior orders, met
]early in a confecrated place ; at whofe tribunal, all that
have any private fuits or controverfies, make their laft
appeals, and ftand for ever obliged to fubmit to their de~
creés and fentence »

¥ Thisindeed CsAR fpeaks of, asit was pra&ued
fr Gallia, in his time; but withall he fa.ys before, that

their difcipline, of which this .pra&ice isa main part,
came into Gallia from Britain. And fince he affirms it
tame from Britain, we may very well conclude, that
the fame courfe and method, as was ufed in Gallia, was
alfo pradlifed in this. ifland.

» That head Druid, for the éminency of his place, and

the fingularity of his office, was called Arcr Druip. -

. He was when dead, prefently fucceeded by another; who
mounted into that dignity, ‘either by his fingular virtue
and ‘merit; or, if onaccount of equaht), . competi-

tion arofe, by the fuﬁ'rage and ele@ion of the inferior )

erders. In thefe elefions fometimes, fuch heats and
broils,” and intereft of parties, raged among them, that
wars
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" ‘wars and bloodthed have often concluded fhe contefh

'But if we dnfider the extent of their authority, we nesd
not wonder at the ftruggles they made, in order to at-
tain this fupremacy. For their perfons werc not only
held inviolable, but they were the infpeCors over the -
conduct of kings themfelves, and had authority ®
elec or depofe whom they pleafed ; and with refped to
-his po civil affairs, wiight be termed a king,
gle in religious matters, he might be called the teigns

pe. of thofe days.

. The extent of their authority and Junfdnéhon, as to
‘exercife and admmlftranon, inafmuch as it reached to

©oall placc; of the nation, fo 25 to cognizance and power, .

Jttook up almoft every cafe and cnrcumﬁance whether
civitor criminal, (as Cz¢AR fays) « They determine
‘in almoft all controverﬁes, both public and private ; and
‘if any great crime be perpetrated, if any murder or man-,

* “flaughter be' committed, if any quarrel arife about

bounds of land and inheritance, thefe Druids give
judgment in the matter, and decres rewards and pumﬂh
ments as the cafe deferves”

Now, though this decretorial power extended cve!g
“tolife and death, yet the cxecution of it, (they being 2
fort of ecclefiaftics) was, for all I can find, wholly
transfered to the feculer power of the city or province
they belonged to. The fame likewife of their decreeing

‘¢ fewards and punithments being merely declarative,
pronouncmg juridjcally who were fit, howfar, and per-
haps in what manner, to be rewarded or punifhed. Yet

- one thing there was that ftruck a general ‘terror, with

which they might awe, and over-rule their laics to
almoft any thing they pleafed; and that was what thefe
Druxds took the greateft care and pains to incuicate on

" the people ; viz. the people’s indifpentible obligation ta

the neceflary rights and duties of oblations and facri-
ﬁce;
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ﬁce, together with their own indifputable power of
defigning and appointing what perfons or things -
they pleafed for the victims and cruel immolations of
their altars,——making them believe, as C2sar fays,
——That for the life of a man, nothing but the death
of another man, offered a facrifice on their altars, could
appeafe the wrathful immortal Gods, and ‘make due
atonement for the evil committed, or the punifhment
threatened, , ‘

This, indeed, was their great engine to put the
abufed people into what pofture they pleafed ; and was
the chief proof of their authority, which it feems they
kept up here to the very laft.  And on whichMepended
their other machines of terror among the inferior laity ;
which was their anathemas and excommunications.

With. this they quickly diffipated all contempt and
difobedience; and in that opinion, which they had.
induftrioufly cultivated in the vulgar, of their indifpena
fible neceffity of facrificing, and frequently attending
the folemnities of their altars.. There was no greater
and more dreadtul ftroke, except death itfelf, that
could be infli®ted on a poey.mortal, than to be inter-
dicted and excommunicated from the rights and privi-
ledges of facrifices.

And as' the firft. viz. the general awe which they
carried over all forts of perfons, from their being able
to appoint whom they would ts the flaughter, gave
them the great authority of commanding. So this lat-
ter viz. the power of interditing and excommnicate-
ing, fecured them the fpeedy and effeCtual execution of
what they commanded. (Says Casar,) “ this is
their greatelt punifthment upon thofe who refufe to
fubmit to the Druids decrecs and fentences, to debar
.them the ufe and folemnities of facrifice. And thofe
who are fointerditcd, arc accounted the mott wxckeg

an
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and profligate of all peeple, to be thunned and efchew-
ed byall honeft men.” Nay, to thew the further con-
gruity of this fcheme with future methods, or what
came to be afterwards pralifed in the true Chrlﬁ;an
Hierarchy. Says Cafar of them who were excluded.
and anathemized for their contempt and delinquency,
and debarred the common rights of religion : Alfo while
they continued interdicted, were as outlawed wretches,
excluded and rendered incapable of all bencfit of law ;
no place of truft or honour was ever to be conferred
upon them. ¢ Thus we may obferve, the guilt of cen-
tempt and difobedience to juft authority. As it was
in all the difpenfations of the true religion, fo intheeye . *
of nature itfelf, it has, has ever been reckoned the
fouleft and moft unfociable crime, and confequently-
branded . with the moft odiou$ marks both of divine and
human indignation. ~ ,

. THIRDLY, of* the Druids difcipiine, in relation
to alls and exercifes of religion, I fhall only touch, as
I did in the reft, on what ismoft remarkable.” That
they had times and places facred and feparated to holy
ufes, it is natural to think; but what precife deter-
mined partition of time thofe were, noauthor mentions.
It is probable they had * one day in feven, as the gene-
rality of mankind had, appointed and fet apart for divine
worfhip; and that that was, as in moft other nations;
the day of the Sun. Itisas probable, that they alfo had
fet times and peculiar celebrations of dzified heroes.

A for their fetand appropriated places, we are fuf-
ficiently told, that they were groves of oak. (Says
PLiNY of thefe Druids)-i. & « They drefs and culti-
vate groves of oak; for without that tree, or thofe

* Crzm. Arzx. Stmom. lib.3. where he vouches the 'autho-
rity of Hestop, Homer, CALLIMACHUS, and others, for tie facred
obfervation of the Seventh Day ai)a general praltice,

' ' gl’OVﬂS
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groves, they never celebrate any part of their facred
funions.” They placed a very high myftery in the
mifletoe of that tree, efteemed it the choiceft gift of
Heaven; and imagined the tree on which it grew,
was eminently favoured by the Deity, and had, on’ that
account, a particular claim to their veneration. It was
fought for annually on new year, the * 6th of March;
and .when difcovered, was hailed with fuch raptures of
joy asare fcarcely to be conceived; amidft an infinite
concourfe of people, the chief Druid, clad in white,
afcended the tree, and with a confeerated golden knife,
or pruning hook, cropped the mifletoe, which he
received .in his fagum, or white robs, and preferved
it as Jovr's greateft gift, with the higheft veneration
and worfhip. After which they offercd two white bulls,
with fillets on their horns, and with frequent invoca-
tions invoked the all-healing Deity to render it efica-
cious in thofe diftempers wherein it thould be adminif-
tered; whence the mifletos itfelf was by the ancients
called, “ all heal,” 4+ or afure remedy againt all difea~
fes. . So greatindeed was the veneration they had for
this tree, that at laft it degenerated into idelatry, and
bécame the immediate obje&® of adoration. Hence it
was that GREGOR ¥ the GREAT, in his epiftle to Queen
BRUNEHAUT, recommends to her, no longer to tole-
rate the worfhippers of trees in her dominions.

Being theliving depofitories of learning, they took
all thofe meafures which conduced to reftrain it within
their fraternity ; and though at firft obliged by neceffity,
they afterwards determined by choice, that none of their

inftitutes fhould be committed to writing. Hence they

drew

’

* ToLLAND fays, itwas onthe roth
+ The primitive Chriftians, on account of itsfpecific virtues, called it,
¢ Liznum Sanctua Crufis™.  Wood of the hely Grofs. (See Cui-

FIPPER).

o)
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drew to themfelves an incredible number of difciples,
. whom they kept for no lefs than twenty years under their
‘tuition; and as moft of thefe were the chiefs of clans,
and other nobles, it was the means of rendering them-
felves more awful to the people, and more neceffary to
the ftate. The le€tures they gave their pupils, were
fuch as fuited their quality, fuch as were neceflary
for Legiflators. And in this cafe, refembled the fo
much boafted myfteries of the Egypnans, which the -
late Blﬂlop of Gloucefter has developed with fo much
ingenuity and fuccefs. They taught them the naturc
of the Gods, the immortality of the foul, and other

- - fubje@s that centributed to render them Heroes, and | -

make them defpife death, (Says Czsar of them)
i e “they difcourfe much of the power and perfection
of the immortal Gods, which they preach to the young-
er people.”” the manner in which they conveyed thefe
noble truths, was the beft calculated to rivet them in
the memery, and to remedy the inconvenience which
might arife from their not being committed to writing.
1 mean the delwermg them * in verfe. [t was ,th};s
that ’

dn

® A fpecimen of thi Druidical verfes, wherein they inculcate the doc-
frines of morality, is to be found in Luwyo's Cornifh Grammar, but as .
this book is very fcarce, I Bave tranfcribed them to make them miore’

‘public.

% Marchweil Bedwbriclas
A dyn vynrhoet, o wanas,
Nac addev dy rin i was.
Marchweil Derw Mwynliwyn,
A dyn vynhroet 0 Gatwyn,
Nac addev dy rin i vorwyn.

. Marchweil Derw deiliar,

* A dyn vynhroet o garchar,
Nac addev dy rin i lavar. _— 4
2 Iyri mynyds, Hudd efcyt,

2 !
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that all laws were delivered * before the knowledze of
letters ; and it was thus that all hiftory was formerly
compofed +. ' :

They pretended to a familiar intercourfe with the
Gods, which they fupported by fuch ftudies as were
beft adapted to impofe on the Public. for this reafon
they pretended to magic, and cultivated both" phyfics

and mathematics, aftronomy engaged their attention ;
and by explaining to them the myfteries of the heavenly
- bodies, enabled them to foretel the timés and ‘meafures
of eclipfes, to fuch a degree of certainty, as muft have
attraCted reverence from ignorance. Their knowledge
of the medicinal qualities -of herbs, was fubfervient
to the fame purpofe; and their fkill in mechan.
. ics, which fhews itfelf in feveral ftupendious ftruc-
tures, ftill ferved to profper the cheat. For their
' ' magic

r———— ey ——— T b T

Odyd amdidawr or byt,

Rhybydd i drwch ni weryt.

Eyri mynydd, pifc yn,rhyt
Cyrchyt Karw Kilgrwn Cwmelyt¢
Hiraeth am Varw niweryt.

Eyri mynydd gwint ae tawl,
Llydan licergani, glafs tawawl,,
Odyd dyn, diried dihawl.

1 The firft three verfes contain an invocation to the groves, and an
aftentatioys djfplay of the immunities and privileges of the Druids. 2
Thefe three verfes beginwith an invocation to the Mount Eyryri, the
Parnaffus of the Druids; and at the clofe of every flanza included fome
moral fentence : they were collected by Lhowarch Hen, a prince of Cum-
berland, who lived in ggo,

* That druidifm was prior to the invention of letters is a fact that .
may be proved by probable arguments: however this s certain, that be-
fore the coming of the Romans, we here of mo books compofed by them;
we fee no infcriptions on their altars, or their monuments, though it might
be imagined that they were as fond of fpeaking well of their Deities, or
of immortalizing their heroes, as any other fet of men whatever.

T None of the old Greciap hiftorians wrote in profe, till the time of
€apxvus, the Phanician. ' '




THE ANCIENT DRVIDS. . . 21

magic * it was fo famous, that they are fuppofed to have
taught it to the very Perfiaris ; and the name of their’
order was, on that account, made ufe off, to fignify

magic itfelf.
Their privileges were great on this account, and

as the exercife of this funCtion feemed to require fecre-
cy, and ‘the prefervation of their tenets fecurity ; they
were exempted from all taxes and military difcipline. -
Hence it is, thatin the various engagements of the Ro-
mans, we find nomention of Druids anvong the Britith

_armies ; but from the. relation of vaft numbers found

in Anglefey, may conclude, that when war broke

.out inany province, they retired from it into that

place, fo remarkable for their refidence and antiquity. -
© Yet it muft not be thought, that it was their can-
dour or equity, or the exemplarinefs of their lives, or
the goednefs of their moral doctrines that gained them
this influenee over the people ; they had another claim,
which was, that they were men ofthe firft quality ; and
that their legiflative quality, was a claim of their
birth-right. With thefe advantages, they became a
public bleﬁi.mr to the kingdom in which they were
fettled, compofed the civil difcords which difturb.
ed it’s repofe, by their mediation, and fometimes at
the rifk of their own lives; for they often threw
themfelves between embattled armies ready to engage ;
and by their wife remonftrances, put a ftop to the rage
of incenfed enemies, and brought them to an happy

accommodation;
SECTION -

¢ In Ircland the common word for a magician is Driu, and the art
magic Driudheacht : and ig the Irith tranflation of the Bible, it is ufed to

* exprefs magicians or inchanters, as in Exod, vii. 2, ¢“‘anois Draot1Ts na

begipte,” amang the Saxons and Germans, Day is ufed for 8 magician
andDpycpxrT for mng:c or incantatien.
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SECTION, II

Containing their Modes of Wor/bip, Orders, Allegorics,
' T Antiguities, te. o

- IN point of religion they were diftinguifhed above all
other nations, the Jews excepted; they believed one
fupreme Deity immenfe and infinite, and thought that
confiping his wqrfhip toa particular plact, was incon- -
fiftent with the belief of thofe attributes ; but their be-
lief of this do€trine was corrupted by admitting an in-
ferior kind of Deities, and paying divine honours to
JuPITER, MARS, APoLLo, and MERCURY ; under
the names of T ArRAMIs, or TaARANUS, HEsus, Be-
LENUSor the SUN,and TRUTATES. After the arrival
~ of the Romans we find they increafed the number
of thefe Deities, by adopting likewife the worthip of
Diana, MiNervaA, and HERCULES; though it is a
que?lion, whether the druidical OcmiIus was not a
Dejty peculiar to themfelves, and borrowed by the
Gtecks from them. They adored their Gods in pray-
ersy in thankfgivings, in oblations. Their oblations
were, at firft, fine meal or flour fprinkled with falt, or
a baked cake feafoned in the fame manner. This pri-
mitive fimplicity they retained, as appears from the
oblations fent by their facred Ambaffadors to the Tem-
ple of AroLLo, at leaft to the time of HECAT ZTUS.
When by their frequent intercourfe with the Phoeni-
cians, they loft their native fimplicity, and adopted the
barbajous cuftom of human facrifice ; and improving
~ on
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" onthe cruelty of other nations, they ufed them for di-
vinations, with fuch circumftances as muft thock hu-
man nature to relate. Steeled, as it were, by thefe
praltices, they grew deaf to the whifpers of humani-
ty, and carried their favagenefs to fo high a pitch, that
they formed wicker Colofius’s of fuch a monftrous fize,
as to contain great crowds of perfons, whom they burnt
in this monftrqus inclofure, at once. At firft only
malefattors were the obje&ts of their barbarity; but in
. procefs of time, innocent perfons became the vitims
of their fuperftition. The places fet apart for thefe
~ facrifices, and all other parts of Divine Warihip,
were confecrated groves; * and as Ihave faid, the
name of their order is derived from.this circumftance.
The oak was thé objet of their eftéem and venera-
tion ; the fences that enclofed thefe places of wor-
fhip, were made of its wood ; their altars were firew-
ed with its leaves, and encircled with its branches;
the brows of the vitims, and the heads of their vota-
ries, was crowned with its chaplets.

In their religious exercifes, they make ufe of hymns,
which were fung in concert, accompanied with the
mufick of harps, and, on their periodical feftivals,
were attended with dancing, feafting, interludes, and.
public games. Thefe hymns were at firft the work
of the Druids in gencral, but in procefs of time, were .

® the

\

*® Thefe were in Britih aamed Llwynau, whence the Britih word
Llan, is a prefeat applied to fignify- & Church, and to this day there are
feveral places in Wales, which Aill retain the sname of Llwynas or
groves, as Liwyn Liwyd, Llwyn Moel, Llwyn Ogan, ia or oeac which
arc to be féen feveral zemains of the Druidical worthip. In thefe groves,
they had their facred mounts or hillocks called Gorfeddss, from theis

fitting upon them above their sudience, when they del'vered their do- -

crees, and pronounced their leQures: In thefe groves they erefled theis
pillars and idols, their Carns, Carnedde, or heap of ftones, and their
Cromleachy or altars en which thefe Druids offered their facrifices -



24 ' AN ACCOUNT of

# the Bards, an inferior order, who likewife were the '

prefervers of the memory and noble exploits of their
‘heroes. + The Bard was not only a Prieft; but a
Herald; not only a Poet, but a Mulfician likewife.
The oider was fubdivided into three ranks, named
Privardd, Pofwardd, and. Arwyddvardd ; the Privardd,
was one who invented and taught fuch fyftems of phi-
lofophy, as were before unknown : the Pofwardd was
no inventor, but a propagator of the principles and
fyftems of others: The Arwyddwardd, or enfign Bard,
was properly an Herald at Arms; his office was to
declare the geneology, to blazen the arms of the
Nobles and Princes, to keep a record of them, ‘and
to alter them according to their dignity and merit.
In latter times, thefe attended the Kings and Princes
in all their battles. * With regard to ‘the fubjes; the
Bards treated of, they wete called- likewife § Prudud.
or Chronologers: Tewlwr or Heralds, and Clerwr
_o: comic and fatyric Poets. But it fhould be re-
marked, that Bardd was an appellation given to ail
Profeffors of Learning, as well as to the three orderx
above-mcntxoncd.

.

e

® Bard is. the Irith and Sceztih word, and Bardd the Armonc apd

Bnnﬂl, which fignifics both a Poet and a Prophet.

"4 This accountis tranfcr.bed with fome nzceffary additions from a Cot-
toman MS. in the Britith Mufeum.

1 The Prudud, as the Cottonlan MS. fays, in another place, was to
treat of lands, the praiic of Printes, Nobles, "and Genatlemen, among
whom he refided. The Tewlwr treated of common fubjeéts, domeitic
_ affiirs, and fposts, having his circuit among the ruftics, The Clerwr

coltivated inveive and ruftic poetry, and had his circuit among the yeos -

men of the couniry. They €0 not want many inftances of the true fublime
among their fragments ; their epigrams were admirable, and their turns
equal to any of the Italian Poets. But in mcving the pdﬁo-'s, they fiem
fupesior to Greeks, becaufe they are more patural. <

Befides
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Befides thefe; there was a fourth ordcr, who in the
Celtic are called * Faidh, or Vaids, which in that
language, and in the Irith fignifies a Prophet. The
Vaids were fkilled in phyfic and in divination ; their
knowledge in augury attracted the notice of the Ro
mans, and their proficiency in philofophy was greaty
as well as that of the Druids.

This account of the different orders of Druids
would be very impzrfed, if we did not add, that the
fair fex ‘were admitted Members of this Society;
that féveral ladies: of the firft rank, even Princefles,
were educated by the Druids, and that fome of their
fair difciples became as celebrated for their proficiency
in learning, as they were famous for their perfonal
charms, or dignified by their hlgh birth. In Inifoen,
a place in the county of Donega] is the grave of Geal-
cofla, 2 Druidefs ; near which is her temple, 2 fort of a
diminutive Stonchenge, ftill held in the greateft rever-
ence by the Irith; and in the Irith annals, we read,
that two daughters of King Laoghaire, were educated
by the Druids, and are reprefented with a long diff pute
they held againft the Chriftian Religion, at that time
preached by ‘St. Patric.

It will not be' improper to introduce here, the magic
. of thefe Druids, or one part of it, which feem to have
remained among the Britons, even after ;helr conver-,
fion-to Chriftianity, and is called Taith, in Scotland ;
which is a way of predicting, a fort of vifion they-
+ call Second Sight : and I take it tobe a relict of Drund-
* ifm,

.'® The word is Faidh, or Vait by the ufual converfion of F into’V,
and T. 'inio D. whence the Grecks formed Owvarug, i. e. Oust:is, apd
the Latine Vates. The Euhages and Edbages, mentioned in Ammus -
Mucelhnu;, féemn to be co.rupuons in the Author,. or m&akes in h&
Tranferibers, -

E
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ifm, particularly from a noted ftory related by Vepif-
cus, of the Emperor D1ocLESIAN, who, when a private
foldier in Gallia, on his removing thence, reckoting
‘with his hoftefs who was a Druidefs, fhe tald him he
Was too penurious, and did not bear in him the noble
Joul of a foldier ; on his reply, that his pay was fmall,
fhe looking ftedfaftly at him, faid, that he needed not
be fo fparing of his money, for after he fhould killa boar,
fhe confidently pronounced, he would bé. Emperor of
ome, which he took as a compliment from her : But
ceing her ferious in her affinnation, the words fhe
f{xokq ftuck to him, and he afterwards took much
elight in hunting and killing of boars, often faying,
when he faw many made Emperors, and his own for-
tune not much mending, “ I kill the boars, but it is
« others that eat the flefh;” yet, it happened, that
many years after, one ARRIUS APER, father-in-
law of the Emperor NuMERIANUS, grafping for the
empire, traitoroufly flew him; for which fadt, being
apprehended by the foldiers and brought before Dio-
. CLE31AN, who being then become a prime commander
in the army, they left the traitor to his difpofal, who
afking his' name, and being told his name was Aper,
i. e a boar, without further paufe, he fheathed his
fword in his bowels, faying, « Even this boar alfo to
¢ the reft;”” which done, the foldiers commending it
as a quick extraordinary ad of juftice, without fur-
ther deliberation, faluted him by the name of Em-
peror. T bring this ftory here in view, as not an
improper hint, nor unufeful to be obferved, becaufe
-t gave fair evidence of the antiquity of Second Sight;
and withal fhews it defcended from the ancient Druids,
as being one part of thediabolical magic they are charged
wwith; and upon_ their difperfion into the territories of
Denmark and Sweedland, continues there 'in the
' meft
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moft .Heathenith }mts, to this &y, as is fet forth in

. the ftory ot the late Duncan Campbeil.

Secondly, I' fhall proceed to relate another that
comes to the purpo('e, (as related by Plutarch.) This
learned Greek in his tra& of % Ceflation of Oracles,”
fpeaking of the Genii of thofe Gods of the Gentiles,
whom they pretended to have informed and a&uated
thofe idois, by whom, before the Incarnation of Chrift,
theie Oracles were delivered, g gives us a ftory of a cer-
tain perfon, fent with fome ﬂups by the Roman Em-

" perory who, by probable circumftances, feem to have

been Claudius, with dire&tions to difcover the Weftern °
coafts of Britain. - The relation Plutarch gives of that’

expedition, is this :—

% There are many Iflands which lie fcattered about

the ifle, after the manner of our Sporades. They

are generally unpeoplcd, and fome of them are calied

the 1flands of the Heroes ; and arriving at one of the

iflands, next adjommg to the Ifle of Britzin before-
mentioned, he found it inhabited by fome few Bri-

tons, but thofe held facred and inviolable by all' their

countfymen. Immediately after his arrival, the air

. grew black and troubled, and ftrange apparitions were

feen: the wind raifed a tempeit,-and fiery fpeuts and-
whirlwinds appeared dancing towards the “earth.
When thefe prodigies ceafed, the Iflanders informed
him, that fome one of the rial Gods or Genii, fu-
perior to our nature, ceafed then to live: for as a
taper while burning, affords, a pleafant harmlefs light,
but is noifome and offenfive when exnnguxfhcd fo,
thole heroes fhine benignly upon us’ and do us goed,
butat their death they-turn all thmgs topfy-turvy, raife

- up tempe&s, and infe& the air with peltilential va~

pq\;:s The account he gives of the “difcourfe he
bad "with thefe holy men, about the caufe of unufyal
. - Ea > - ftorms
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frorms and tempefts. Thefe men ‘account not for it,
from nataral caufcs, it being looked upon by them as
a prodigy of a very remarkable and unufual appear-

ance; .and therefore, they determine of it in a fuper- -

"natural way, agreeable to the principles of that fet of
men; who, generally entertained the Pythagorean Hy-
pothefis, and the ancient theology of the Phaenicians
and Egyptians ;' whofe opinion of the mortality, of the
Genii, or @rial demons, fhifting from one vehicle to
another, which they reckon to be the dying of thefe
inferior Gods ®.  So upon the whole, it may be, I pre-
fume a collateral evidence of the Hypothefis of the
Druids. Having given thefe accounts from high au-
thority, I fhall next proceed to account fer their"alle-
gory and fymbols, &c.

The Druids when employed in Relngnous Ceremo-
nies, wore a white t furplice, and generally bore in
their hands a 1 wand, and had a kind of ornament
about their fhoulders, enchafed in gold, and caljed
the Druid’s § egg, and had a golden chain about
their neck, and bracelets about their arms and wrifts ;

they wore their hair fhort, and their beards long, and
always afféted great ferioufnefs. - Thus clad, the
Arch-Druid afcended - their Cromleach or altar, and
with great folemnity invoked the Almighty God one
and infinite, to fhower down bleflings upon them, ex-
horting the people to a ftrict obfervance of the laws,
" and their indifpenfible duty to attend the immunities
and cuftoms of their altars ; to pay obedience to their

fupenors, in all matters relating to their cognizance, .

by

® SeeDr. Hemy s Moor’s Immortality of the Soul, Lib. 3, Cap *
4+ White, is'an emblems of Holinefs.

1 Allegorically reprefents the true God.

§ The Wandis a Symbol of Magic.

o s ——

A
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By which means they kept up a frict fubordination,

.and fecured their own’ authonty and as their order
emblematically reprefented holinefs, their tenets, peace
and good will to all mankind, boldly afferting under
various aphorifms, poems, and adages of a pecuhar
caft, engimatically and obfcure, clofing each ftanza,
with this juft remark, (the truth in oppofition to the
world)

They have been defcribed by many, to have been
Pagan Priefts ; but Pagans we can hardly call thofe,
who worthip the true God in fimplicity—yet, among
the bulk of the people, there was certainly many fu-
perftitious ouftoms, and many of them are not €x-
ploded to this day: But let us examine and draw a

‘ Jufl referrence between the Britith patrlarchal reli-
gion and that of the chs—the one is as inimical to
the other, as Druidifm is to Chriftianity. I do not .
. mean to fay, that the Druids were in all things jufti-
fiable, but I am inclinable to think, they were in the
main, excepting their human facrifice ; and yet, there
is room to doubt, as to that—or of its being exer::‘g;e‘:
with that favage inhumanity as related, as I will 1
it appear from the foregoing evidence, being indebted
te the Roman Hiftory for the many collateral ‘eviden-
. «ces [ have adduced. I cannot fwerve from thofe prin-
ciples that I have pledged my word to maintain, with-
~ out fubmitting it impartially to the candid Reader,
to revolve in his mind apd give judgment accordmglv
The Hiftorian exprefsly fays, « Briton was as yet
fearce known, fo much as by name to the Renmans,
though they had carried their arms over the greateft
part of the habitable world, for they had no.idea of any
country lymg beyond the ocean, which they imagined
to haveé furrounded the globe. Pompey having ex-
tended the Roman conquefts to the Cafpian Sea, re-
linquithed
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linquifhed his viQories on that fide, in arder te re-

.duce Syria, Judea, and Arabia, for no other reafon,
but that it might be faid, he had carried the Roman

armies as far as the Red Sea, a branch of the ocean
which furrounds the globe. This inftance feems to

have operated ftrongly on the mind of Julius Cafar,

who was no way inferior to him in military fkill :

Not content with the conqueft of countries meafur~

iag a thoufand miles in length, inhabited by nations,

" whoie martial fkiil was a terror to all their neigh-
" bours :* He was ambitious to raife his glory to a point

" ¢hat would admit of no cempetition, and relolved to
give laws to the ocean itfelf, and {pread the terror of
- -the Roman arms into another world, a term by which
England was frequently called in thofe days. Cafar
ditermined to invade England under various preten
ces, but the enterprize feemed not very acceptable to
the Roman people, who looked upon it both hazardovs
and unprofitable, expeting to find neither riches or
men of learning, nor any acquifition, than thar of
flaves. = : .
Cafar having gained footing, his next ftep was to

* fecure himfelf in his pofleflions, and that by ftriking at
the root, he being 2 man of difcernment, foon diico-
‘vered that the Druids were the direGors of the Bri-
tons in their moft weighty affairs; and finding he
met with many unexpected obftacles, and could aflign
no other reafon, than of the Briton’s inflexible ad-
herence to their chief mafters the Druids, who were
every where exhorting them to defend their liberty,
from unjuft ufurpation, knowing their own dignity
depended on the refult. Cafar himfelf fpeaks of their
learning, and other matters, with great praife, and
adds, That the Druids were not to be found in their
armics ; and it would appcar, fram what has been faid,
' o that
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that he himfelf had very little knowledge of them at
that time, but we may conclude, that from the many
€xaggerated accounts even of the prefent day, that
Czfar execrated the condué@® of thofe men, more from
pretext than authority———admitting that Human Sa-
crifices were criminals to appeafe Divine juftice.—
(Thefe viQims are ftil devoted in London and other
great towns; ) but moft Authors have unaccount«
ably added the Epithet, horrid, to thofe Druidical
Sacrifices, whenever they have had occafion to men-
tion them, feemingly, without ever thinking of its
propriety, or otherwife, and forget what has been faid
of the fevere inflexible morality of the Druids.
Though, at firft, the Druid might have no other
* fhelter but his oak, yet, in time, neceffity might have
made more ingenious, and fet him on contriving fome
more commodious retreat. . *Twas then, that his houfe
was ere@ed; a little round arched building at firft; in.
deed, of wood, witha ftone foundation, but in length of
time formed entirely of ftone, the ruins of feveral fuch,
capable of holding only a fingle perfon, are to be met
" with in Wales near their chief refidence, the Ifland of
Anglefey. One of them is ftill fhewn in the Ifland of
St. Kilda, which, accordmo to tradition, was the abode
of a Druidefs. Itis built entirely of ftone, without .
lime, mortar, or any other cement ; it is arched, and
of a -conical figure; but open at the top, in order to
difcharge the fmoke and let in light, the fire-place
bemg made in the middle of the floor : It is more ca-
pacious than thofe already delcribed, and is large
enough to coptain nine perfons without crowding :
there are projecting from the fides, three low vaults, fe-
parated from each other by pillars, and capable of con-
taining five pérfons each. Juft fuch another edifice,
except it being larger, and grown over with fod, is
. - in
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in Berera, an Iflahd adjacent to St. Kilda, which was
the habiggtion of a Druid. _

That the Druids formed themfelves into feparate fo-
cieties, and lived together in different places, is mani-
feft from their reliques, which are interfperfed in fe-
veral parts of this kingdom, Ireland and France; and
from feveral towns which bear their * names, both in
this and the adjacent iflands. ‘

Yet, wherever the Arch-Druid fettled his refidence, -

he was undoubtedly attended by the inferior orders
who lived in towns near him ; as for thofe who lived
at a greater diftance, they were obliged to attend him
annually at his General Council, wherein he exerted
his power both in religious and civil matters, and
enacted fuch laws as were neceflary for the fupport of

the order, and the good of the flate. This General

Affembly was héld at Dreux, in France, by the Gaul-
ith Druids, and by the Britith Druids in Anglefey.
From this latter place, as from a growing nurfery,
were diffeminated the plants of Druidifm into all parts
of this Ifland, and even into the Continent; it being
afferted by Cafar, that the do&rine of the Druids was
invented, at leaft taught with the greateft accuracy
and precifion.in Britain; and that thofe who were
willing to make themfelves mafters of its myfteries,
came hither for that purpofe. . -

The + Trer Drew in Llanidan parifh, muft have
been the refidence of the chief Druid, becaufe applied

in

2 are Dreux in France; Kerig-y Druidion, or the Druid’s ftones,
fo called, in Denbighthire, fiom twa of their altars 3 Trier
¢ Druid’s ‘Town, and Maenny Drew, the Druid’s Stone in'An<
aer Drewyn, or the City of the Gruids, in. Merionyththire ;
on Drew, in Semerfetihire.

* The City of the Druid.

san
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fn the fingular number to this order; the many re-

‘liques of Druidical fuperftition, and the names of the
neighbouring places, ftill corroborate this opinion,
and at the fame time, enable us to difcover fuch tra-
ces of thedignity of the prefident, and the internal po.
licy of the order, * as muft make us perceive the de-
fells of the Roman and Greek Authors, when treating
of this fet. " . .

Round this metropolis of the chief Druid; we find
the other claffes fettled, in order to give a more ready
attendance: the Bards inhabiting Treir Beirdd, or the
‘Bard’s town, and the Vaid’s bodevwyr.

As the pontiff of the Druids muft reafonably be
fuppofed, to have a more {plendid and magnificent pa-
lace, than thofe of-the inferior orders, in ‘the center
‘of Tre’r Drew; there are the ruins of one ftill to be
fgen, confifting of an zra, that feems to have been the
ground-plot of a wooden palace, having the foundation
of a round tower or ftair-cafe in the centre, .and for-
merly having a grove of oak near it, as appears from
the mud of the ditches, which feems to be only 2 mafs
of putrified cak leaves. On the other end of the town
Is alarge theatre of ftones raifed to a great height, in

. . the

* Giypas fays, that rivers and mountains were the obje of Divine
Worfhip : agreeable to which the river that runs through one part of the
ifland is calied Breint, i. e. the royal river. C£sar mentions their fupreme
court or confiftery ; and there is a great circular bank of earth formed on
2 plain, called Brein Gwyn, or the fupreme confiftory, to this.day. Af-
tronomy, one of their particular ftudies, was by the antients named Idris,
from Enoch, its fuppofed inventer; here likewife is a hill called, Gaer
Edris, or Idria, and not far from it a place called Cerieg Brudyn, or the
Aftronomers® circle. They were characterized from their pecuiiarly at-

“feling folitary walks and groves, and here we have a fmall villa named
Myfiryen, i.e. a place dedicated o ftudics and contemplation, and & fiald
pamlet, called Trev-ir wydd, i €. the townikip of young treess
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the fhape of a crefcent, opening towards the weft : In
the fame gdirection from hence are the ruins of a ring
or circle of ftone pillaIS, three of which are ftill ftand,
ing: This place is called Bryn Gwyn, or Brein Gwyn,
an expreflion ufed by T AL1ESsBY, to imply a {upreme
4ribunal ; by DAryp Luwybn, to fignify the great

eouncil of the nation; and by AppA Fras, ior the

parharncnt.

- Having thus fhewn, that they were indebted to ar-.

chiteture for dwellings, it will not be unfeafonable te
mention, that they had likewife ® temples : thefe con.
fifted generally.of a circular or femicircular row of pil«
lars, open on all fides and at the top, furrounded by a
« deep trench, like that of Stonehenge, and like the pil~
Jars in that famous edifice having no traces of 3 tool;
it being 3 Druidical, a8 well as an antient Jewith
maxim, -not tq lift up an inftrument on fuch ftones as
were intended for Divine ufes, The temple of
APoLLO or CLASSERNISS, in the ifland of Lewis oy
Harries, is fo remarkable, that it deferves a minute
defcription. ‘The body of this temple confifts of twelve
‘obelifks or columns placed circularly, about feven feet
high, two broad and fix diftant from one another, with
one. thirteen feet high in the centre, thaped like the
rudder ef a thip, from whence the chief Druid ufed tq.
. deliver his leCtures to the people. It has likewife four
wings, ftretching oyt fram its fides, conﬁﬁmg of four

. columns

® This was an improvement introduced after their knowledge of Archi.
teQure, for at firft their temples were only groves; but even after the in«
troduction of buildings, they retained their original principle; that it was

. ' contrary to the immenfity of the divine effence, to fuppofe itincluded with-

In walls; and on ‘that account, their temples were open at the top, and
had 0o ether inclofure on the fides, but a circular row of pillrs s1plted a9
equal difances from cach othsy.
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delumns eachi, pointing dire@ly eafl, fouth, weft, and
north, to reprefent the four cardinal winds, as the
twelve pillars poffibly might be intended to denote the-
twelve figns of the Zodiac. The avenue, which is
aorth, confifts of two rows of columns, of the fame
fize, and ere@ed at the fame diftances as the former;
the breadth of the avenue is eight feet, and the ftones
compoafing each fide nineteen in number, ferving to re-
prefent the famous cycle of nineteen years, firft difcos -
vered by the Druids ®. At a quarter of a mile diftance
from hence is another temple, probably dedicated to the
moon; for it does not appear, that the Britains ufed to
have their temples {o near to each other, except in this

- cafe. ’
. Their ¢ altars generally confift of four ftones, three
‘ . .F 2 of

f .

® Eaft of Drumcruy in the ifle of Orran, is a circular temple, the dia.
meter of whofe area is thirty paces; and in the fouth of the {ame village
another, in the centre of which fill remains.the altar, confifting of a thin
brdid ftone, fupported by thiee others. In the greateit ifland of the Orie+
iqs, commonly called Mainland, are likewife two temples nsar Locktes
nis, one of which s by tradition belicved te have been dedicated to the fun
-and the other to the moon ; they are each of them furrounded by a trench,
Like that about Stonehenge, many of the flones are abové twenty or twentye
feet high, five broad, and one or two thick: Near the lefler temple,
d two fones of thefame bignels with the reft, through the middie of
¢ne of which is an hole, which ferved ‘w faften vi&tims or the wicker Co-
loffus mentioned above, 'in which crowds of perfons were burnt dlive. In
the ifland of Papz Weftra, another of the Oskneys, are two more obeliks,
in one of whichis to be gipreeived a holelikewife; and behind them a third,
hollowed like a trough. At Bifcaw-woon near St. Buriens, in Cornwall,
is 2 circular-temple, confifting of nineteen ftones, diftant from each other
twelve feet, having another jg the centre, much higher thanthe re®.  To
10010 more, there is ose at Aubury, in Wiltthire: and Gregory of
Tours mentions another on the top of Belefis Moynt, between Arton and
Riom ia A whence St. Martin took a view of the country,
+ Thet::e'%nnumb« of thefe altass yet rgmaining entirein Wales,
parici larly two ’h Kerig y druidion, and gne in Llanhammulch parith
in Brecknockfhire. To which we may add ane at Caml.hechart,intlw

patith of Lhn-Gyvehrb, ia Gmm



36 _ AN ACCOUNT OF

of which are hard flags or large though thin ftones fet
up edgewife, two of which compofe the fides; the third,
which is fhorter than the others, the end; the fourth is
likewife placedhorizontally on the other three. Thefc al-:
tars are fituatedin the middle of the temple near the great
CoLrossus, and are by the Welch called Kifvaen, a
fone cheft in the fingular number, and Kiftie-vaen in
the plural. They who imagine from the bones they
find near thefe altars, that they were fepulchres, forgct
what ancient authors informs us of the Human Sacri-
fices offered by the Druids. .
. Befides thefe altars, are others of a larger kind,
termed by the Britith Cromlech in the fingular, and *
Cromlechu in the plural, near which was commonly’
placed a prodigious ftone, which ferved as a pedeftal te
fome idol, or at leaft to the wicker Corossus. In Ne-

yern panih in Pembrokethire, there is a Cromlech of
which

¥ Some detive the name from the curvednefs ofits figure; but others
more rationally from Crymmy, bowing or bending the body in Divine Wor-
fhip at thefe places. The Irith call them Cromleach in the fingular, and
Cramleacca in the plural. There is onc at Poitters in France, fupported
- by five lefler ftones, which is fixty feet in circumferance. Asmany of thefe
ftomes thus erefted, weigh from ten to twenty tuns, it might embarrafs the
curious fo know how they could be raifed in theferude ages to their feveral
Deights ; but as the Leaver was a:mechanical power, which was invented
in the earlieft ages, and as antiedt as building itfelf, we may with the inge-
nldus Mr. Rowland, fuppofe that they either fourd or made mounts with
anin¢lined plain on the fider, and flatted or level Jt the top, up the flo>p-
ing fides of which they might gradually roll or raife thefe ftones, they in-
tended to ereét at the top of the hillock, where they dug holes in the earth
at the end of every ftome they intended for a fupporter, equal to its length,
#nd then flipping them in fo, that their tops might be level with the ground,
they then rolled the other fone intended for a cover over them, and thea
digging away the ¢arth between the fupporters, left the whole ftanding, fo
as to forin an appeararce not. unlike Stonchenge, Rollrick, and the Crom-
Jeaches in Wales, [reland, or ]erfey ; o which laft place they are named
Pouqielsys,

LRI
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which the middle ftone is ftill eighteen feet high, and
nine broad towards the bafe, but growing gradually nar-
yower upwards. Near it is a fragment about ten feet
long, which twenty oxen cannot draw. At Bodowyr in
Anglefey, is anether, on the top of a hillock, which is
feven feet long, fix broad and fix thick, its upper ftone.
being in the fhape of 2 detruncated pyramid, and flatat

" the top.

On.the tops of the mountains of Scotland, Wales,
Ireland, the Scotch iflands and the Ifle of Man, are.

..great heaps of ﬂ:;)ncs, another relique of the Druids.

They confift of ftones of all weights, from one pound
to an hundred; they are coped or round in form, and
fomewhat tapering or diminithing in circumference up.
wards, but on the fummit have always a flat flone,

"Thefe * heaps are of various fizes, fome of them con-

taining at lealt a2 hundred t cart-load of flones. They
are ¢alled in the antient Celtic language, and in every
one of its diale&ts, 2 Carn, either from the devotion.
al rounds performed about them, or elfe from the
Hebrew, Keren Nedh, which implies a coped heap,
and is undoubtedly the origin of the Welch ward Car-.
nedde, by which thefe colletions of ftones. are denomj-
nated. They were always fo difpofed, as to be in the

fight

* The fmaller heaps, according to the common tradition, are the graves
of perfons eminent for their virtues, or notosious for their vices ; and were '
originaliy formed by a cuftom then in vogue, which was for every perfon
Who paffed, to fling a ftone on the grave, as a fign of his veneration of the
8903 lifeof the former, or his deeftation of the depravity of the latter,
‘This cuftom is fill preferved in Wales, where it is cuﬂomaiy to throw
ftones on the graves of fuch as are denied Chrittimn burial, til] they amoyng
to confiderable heaps, which has given rife to_the provesbial curfe Kern ar

“dy ben, i.e. ill betide you.

4 There are fome of thefe cumuli or heaps fo large, that they required a
more numerous army than ever was in this .04, to bring every one hig
flone to raife it. :
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fight of each other, as appears from thofe which are irt
Bryn Kelli, formerly called Liwyn Liwyd, in Llandeniet
parith, which are fituated within a few paces of each
other; one. of thefe is entirely demolithed, but that
which remains is twenty paces high; andone fpace in
eircumference at the bafe.

. But thefe camns 1 fhall endeavour to prove, might in
all probability, have been a part of their facred fun&ion,
and the poffitive rights of religion and worthip in thofe
times. And though the particular manner and circuma
ftances of thatfort of worthip, viz. by throwing and
heaping up ftones, are found' extant in no records at this
day, except what we have of the ancient way of wor.
fhipping MeRCURY inthatmanner : yet fome hints there
are of it in the ancient hiftory of Moses, particularly
in that folemn ttanfa&ion between LABAN and Jacos,
which may be fuppofed to be an ancient patriarchal cuf-
tem, univerfally fpread in thofe coarfe unpolithed times,

and confequently might, and did, as the vifible remains_

of it are ftill witnefs, prevail in remoter countries alfo,
and evénin this I am now {peaking of.

The paffage I now offer for it, is very plain and full
to the purpofe, as to thofe countries which Mosks men-
tions. And while our monuments agree exaly with
thofe defcriptions, 1 take it not unreafonable to afcribe
them to the fame caufes.

“ And Jacos faid unto his brethren, gather ftones ;
and they brought ftones and made a heap ; and they did
eat there upon the heap,”” Gen. 31, 46. Now the de-

fign of this whole affair was to corroborate the pa&, and .

covenant mutually entered into by thefe two perfons,
Jacos and LaBAN, with the moft binding formalities
and obligations. ' Thefe obligatory cefemonies being
then, I fuppofe, their law of nations; and thefe forms
univerfally applied to by perfons of different interefts

and
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and parties, as the moft folemn fan&tion of law. The
swhole tenor of it runs thus: « Mareover, LasAN faid
unto Jacos, behold this heap, and behold the pillar
which I have fet up between me and thee; this heap
fhall be a witnefs, and this pillar fhall be a witnefs, that
I will not come over this heap to thee; and that thou
fhalt not come over this heap and this pillar to me, for
ever I” Ver., 51,52, This whole affair has no fem~
blance of a new inititution, but is rather a particular
application to a general practice ; becaufe cancluded by
a facrifice, the higheft act of their religion, and not to
be attempted by every private fancy ; and not only cone
¢luded by a facrifice, but that facred ‘aQtion feems to have
been a main part of it, and the chief end for which it
‘wasinftituted ; and together with the other circumftances,
made up one folemn religious ccremony; “ And Jacos
offered facrifice upon the mount,’” that is the heap, % and
called his brethren to eat bread.” Gen. 31, 54

Having thus produced from Scriptural evidence, I
fhall further proceed to account for their antiquity. .

There is alfo inthe parifh of Trelech, in Carmarthen. , -
hhire, a Carn called Crig-y-dyrn; the flat ftone on the
top of which, is three yards in length, five: feet broad,
and from ten to twejve inches thick ; its circumference
at the bottom js about fixty yards, and its height fix ; the
declivity is eafy, though it might originally have been, .
afcended by a ladder,  Though the cams were, on ac-
count of their proximity to each other, ufed for beacons,
i‘et originally they were defigned for fires of another kind,
Xor, on May eve, the Dryids made prodigious fires on-
thefe eminences, which being, as we have faid, in fight
of each other, could not but afford a glorious thow all
over the nation. Thefe fircs were in honour of Beal, or -
Bealan, the Irith and Celtic word for the fun, which the
Romans latinized into Belenus, and then applied it to the
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“fame dc’ity,‘as appears from feveral inferiptions found om
their monuments. Hence it was that Bealteine is ufed for
May-day by the Highlanders in Scotland ; andin the Ifle
of Man, as well as in the Armoric, a prieft is called Bel-
.ce, or the prieft of Beal, i. e. the fun. '

Two of thefe fires were kindled on May-day, in every
village of the nation, between which the men and beafts
to be facrificed were obliged to pafs ; one of them being
kindled on the Cdrn, and the other on the ground *.

On the eve of the firft of November, thefe fires were
kindled likewife, accompanied with feafting and facrifi-
ces ; and were called in Ireland, Tini tlach’d-gha, from
+ tlach’d-gha, a place of that name in Meath. At this
time, all the people of the country extinguifhed all their
fires, and every mafter was obliged to carry a portion of
this confecrated fire to his own houfe, for the fervice of
the enfuing year, for which he was to make an acknow-
ledgment to the Druid, who, from officiating at thefe
places; was called Cairneach. But if any perfon had t
not cleared with the Druids for dues of the laft year, he

was

* Hence arofe the Irith proverb, ¢¢ Ittir dha teine Bheil} between
Bel’s two fires, applied to a perfon, who was in fuch a ftreight, that he
knew not how toéxtricate himfelf.

+ i. e. Fire-ground. .

1 The places denominated fom thefe Carns are nuinberlefs, not to men-
tion Carn-Lluhsrt, and Cam-Llaid, in Waleo ; Carnwath, Carn-tullach,
im Scetland ; or Carnant in Ireland. In Norchumberland, and other parts
of the North of England, they are termed Laws or Lows. The lowland
Scots call them Cairns, whence Drum-cairn, Glen-cdim, befides feveral
Yordfhips, one of which is in Lennox, and another in Galloway, notto men.
tonthe family of the Cairns. The family of Carne in Wales, is from the
lame original. The policy of the Druids in fixing this ceremony for re-
kindling family fires on the beginning of November, rather than My, o

Midfummer, when the convenience and epportunity were equal, is ecrtaindy
admirable.
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© was neither fuffered t.carTy away a fpark from thefe

holy firgs, nor-durft his nexgwours perm,xt him 'to take
the benefit of theirs; under pain of excommunication,

Befides thefe fires, they kindled others on Midfummer- -
eve, which they made in all their grounds, carnymg :
flaming brands from thence through all their corn-fields,
and accompanied them with facrifices, -in order ta ob-
tain a blefling on the fruits of the cirth, which were
now approachmg to maturity.: thofe an.the frft of May
tbeing made for thejr .vegetation;; as thofe -n the firft of -
©O&ober were intended for a teftimony of gratitude on
their finifhing their harveft. !

It was cuftgmary for the lord of the place, his fon,

~or fome other perfon of diftinétion, to take the entrails

of the facrificed animal in his hands, and walking bare-

.footed over the coals thrice, after the flames had ceafed,

.to.carry them to the Druid, who waited for him at the
altar. If the nobleman efcaped harmlefs, it was reckon-
ed a good omen,and celebrated with loud acclamations H
but if he received any hurt, it was deemed. unlucl.},
both to the community and himfelf likewife.

Such are the reliques of th¢ Druids in thefe king-
doms, which ferve to convey to us an idea of their dig-
nity, their magmﬁcence, and their fuperﬂ:mon as For
their particular tenets, they feem buried in the wreck
of time, excepting a few notices, which may be col.

le&ted from a variety of authors, are thofe which tol-~
Tow:

I. None muft be inftructed but in the facred groves.
II. Mifletoe mhift be gathered on the fixth day of the

,.month if poflible, and cropp\.d thh a rroldm bill or

pruning hook. -
II1. Every thmg derives its brigin from Hcaven, -

G v,
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- IV, The Deity is one, and infinite, and camfequent-
ly to confine his worfhip within walls, is mconﬁftent
with his attributes.

V. The arcana of the fciences muft be committed
to the memory, but not to writing.

V1. The powder of the mifletoe makcs women fruit-
ful, and is a panacea in medicine.

VIIL. The difobedient are to bé excluded from the
facrifices,

VIII. Souls are mmorml, and after death tranfmi-
grate into other bodies. -

IX. The warld is eternal, a parte gnte, and fhall
never be deftroyed, unlefs by fire and water.

X. On extraordinary emergencies, a man may be
flain, and future events predicted from the manner in
which the body falls, or movesafter it has fallen, as well
as from the manner in which the blood flows, or the
wound opens.

XI. Malefallors or pnfoners, and in cafe of neither,
innocent perfons are to be flain upon thealtar, or burnt
alive inclofed in a wicker Coloffus, in honour of the
Gods.
~ XIL All commerce with ftrangers muft be prohi-
bited..

XIII. He that comes laft to the :xﬁ'embly of the
ftates, ought to be put to death.

XIV. Children are to be educated apart from their
parents, and never to be admitted publicly into their
company, till they are fourteen years of age.

X V. Money lent in this world will be repaid in the
nC\t

XVI, Thereis anothcr world, and they who kill

them-
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themfelves, to accompany their. friends tlnther, will lwe ‘

. with them there.

XVII Letters given to dying perfons, or thrown
en the funeral piles of the dead, will be dehvered faith-
fully in the other world.. -

- XVIII. The moon isa fovercxgn remedy for all dif-

“eafes.

XIX. The difobedient are to bc excommumcated,‘
deprived of the benefit of the law, avoided, and ren-

~ dered incapable of any employ.

XX. All mafters of families havea power of hfeand- .
dcith over their wives, children, and flaves.

G 2 SECTION
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SEC TION, HL
Of their E_xfc'r,paliog!, Biography of En"u;}:m'.t Men, »E‘ﬂ‘é'-

OYWITHSTANDING what has been affereed:

of the religiou’s tenets of Yhe Druids, whofe capa-
city could fubvert the moft evil propenfity by wife dic-
tates; however, extolled for their virtue and morality,
in their days was permitted a numerous and inceftuous
concubinage,a fault which not only C £sAR, but other
authors have defcried as a fign of their barbarity, (and
which every rational mortal muft execrate asa horrid
depravity).

‘Commerce with the Phoenicians was confidera-
"ble, they being the greateft traders in the world, vifited
this ifland for the fake of its tin; and the Britons, by
frequent intercourfe with' that barbarous nation, in
courfe of time, {werved from their native fimplicity into
a depraved ftate, addicting themfelves immoderately to
the debauchery, and cuftom of that then wicked peo-
ple; and the inebriety which they plunged themfelves
into by their ufe of malt liquor, tended to fubvert their
ardor, and depriciate their true dignity.

The Druids fan&ioning thefe enormities, ﬁnal]y
wrought their own diffolution, they being capable of
fuggefting wifer precepts.

Thefe circumftances proved favorable to C&sar,
who loft no time in colleéting what might be of in-
tereft to him, ip profecuting his defigns ; yet, it muit,

. at
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at the fame time be obferved, that it required all his
‘courage and fkill to oppofe fo formidible an enemy,
as the Britons were.

C.xsAR finding the Britons of an unfufpxcnous ge-~
nerous tumn of mind, and that good treatment would
avail more than feverity, not having the {ubtility of
* other nations,and having informed himfelf of the habits
and difpefitions of the people, he feldom failed to revert
~ their candour to his advantaoe, and in the fcquel to thctr

deftraction.

CzsaRr having fecured: himfelf from the mcurﬁons
of the Britons, fent out parties 'to annoy them, which
were fought with various fuccefies, the Britons haviug
inacceflible woods in their flank, which feldom failed
to prove -advantageous to themj;- and by what he-had
collected concerning the Druids, that they were their
chief direors : he never failed, when he found them, to -
refent it wich the greateft cruelty.———But here, there is
-a great chafin in the Roman hittory, for there is no con-
fdential account of them for many years.

" It is probable, iadeed, that- thefe Druids, who be-
fore were every where fuckxm the fweets of: the land,
upon the -approach of the Rcman form, were fain, .
like bees, to rally home, and to withdraw to their -
hives te fecure themfelves, while they were able in
their inmoft groves as their fafeft fanCtuary, and good
reafon they had fo to de. - For StraBo aflures us,
they were all estremoly hated by the Romans, 1. e
# by rcafon of their fuperftitious facrifices.” The
. Rofnans ftrengly endeavoured to deftroy their, reli-
gion, but could .not. * -And hence it is no wondcr,
that no Roman auther takes notice of them, untl
T'actrus finds thein out at their lait place of refuge,
the Ifle of Anglefea, which I fhall hereafter treaton.

A fucceflion of rainand ftorms, retarded the progrefs
of

¢
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of the Roman arms, and gave the Britons frefh
courage in colle®ing greater numbers, and marched
to give the Romans battle, under the command of
. CAsSIVELLAUN, a bold and experienced general;
but a devifion arifing in the army, CassivELLAUN
left. them to fhift for themfelves, and retired with his
army to his own territories. -
C&sar being informed of this feparation, refolved
to purfue him; and advanced with his army to.the
Thames with an intention to pafs, but found Cassi-
VELLAUN had forefeen bis defign, and ' taken every
precaution that courage, fagacity, and prefence of
mind could fuggeft; but the Romans were deter-
mined not to be repulfed, crofled the river, and the
Britons being unable to fupport the aflault, confulted
their fafety by a pretipitate retreat. :

CAassivELLAUN {till continued his march, and .

CzsaRr continued to lay wafte the country through
which he pafled by fire and fword ; his repeated vi&to-
ries, the inteftine broils of the kingdom, apnd the imme-
. diate prefence of a powerful invader, were circumftan-

ces that tended to damp the fpirits of the people, and.

induced feveral colonices to fue for accommodation, which
‘was readily accepted by C &sAr. '
Like 2 brave man who is loath to be fubdued by
his misfortunes, and a true Briton is always unwilling
,to fubmit;, yet there was now no other ftep left,
being deferted on all fides, but CassIVELLAUN de-
ferred fubmiffion to the lateft hour.
Cunoszring, who had reigned in Britain during

the time of two Emperors, and by’ his wifdom, courage, -

and public fpirit, had rendered himfelf and the na-

tion happy, found the latter part of his reign clouded
with misfortunes. This prince had feveral fons,

®mong
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among whuch were Anmmus, CARAc'rAcus* and
*'[0GODUMUS. ADMINUS having behaved fo ill, that
his father was obliged to banifh him ; he repaired to
Caligula, and incited him to refent his fuppofed in-

- jury, but CuNoBeLINE died, and was fucceeded by-

his fon GWYDER, 4 brave and generous prince.
PLAUTIUS being difembarked, meeting with Ca-
RACTACUS, and afterwards Tocopumus, defeated
them both. Caractacus retreated, and Tocobumus
was furrounded on -all fides, and routed with great
flaughter. As for Pravrius, he had great difficulties
" to encounter ; he was to deal with CaracTAcus, a
prince ‘of uncommon abilities; he was endued with
the moft undaunted. courage, and the moft invincible
fortitude: He was naturally turned for war, and by
-long experience, had acquired fuch a degree of mili-
tary fkill, as to refift the power of the Roman empire.
OsTorrus Scarura was pitched upon to fucceed
Praurius in the command ; but he found, that cle-
mency, nor feverity, could not work on his - enemies ;
they were endued with ftubborn bravery, that fcorned
the fuperior power of the Romans. They fought
with the refolution of men, who efteemed the enjoy-
ments of laws, liberties and religion, as the greateft
bleflings under Heaven.
CarAcTACUs being reinforced, ‘and Os-ro)uus be-
ing informed of his junction, marched immediately to
" attack him: O the approach.of OsTor1vus, he drew
up his army according to “their different clans, and
placed at the head of cach, their native lord: then
viiiting each rank in perfon, he animated them to
exert themfelves to the utmoit, by telling them, that

) the

* Called lmemfc Caratacus, or Caradox, from Cerait, . wlﬁ:, pru-
dent, or experienced ; and Tog, azencral.
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the enjeyment of their liberty, or a perpetual flavery,
depended on the fate of that day. His exhortation was
received with the loudeft acclamations, and every clan
vowed feperately, that they woyld not yield ta any
difficulty, nor recgive  quarter. Ostortus bsing
ftartled at the alacrity they fhewed to engage, feemed

averfe to attack them, but his foldicrs app"armg im- 7

.patient for aion, he denolithel their rampirc, and
forced them to an engagemient. The event of the
battle was fatal to Britain in general, and particularly
unfortunate to CAracTacus, whale wife and daughters
were taken prifoners. I'he unhappy prince’ elcapsd

only to become miferable; he fled to CarTiswun- -
DUA, queen of the Brigantes, in confidence of recziving |

fome inftance of friendihip and proteétion. But fhe
treacheroufly feized kis perfon, and betraycd him to the
Romans, who feat him, with the rett of his family in
«hains to Rome. The behaviour of CagacTacus
din this metropolis of the world, was truly great.
‘When brought before the Emperor, hc appeared with

~ amanly, decent, and compofed countenance; and if.
. we credit Tacitus, addrefled himfUif to Cya Ubius,

an the following hmrangue :—

« If in my profpcuty, the moderation of my condu&,
"had been equivalent to my birth and fortane, I thould
have come into this city, not a captive, but as a
- =friend; nor would you have difdained the alliance of
-a man born of illuftrious anceftors, and ruler over fe-
‘veral nations. My prelent fate is to me dithonoura-
‘ble=—to you, magnificently glorious. I once had horfes ;
Jonce had men; I once had arms ; I once had riches ;

-Can you wonder that I fhould part with themupwil-
Jingly? Although, as Romans, you may aim at univer-

Jfal empire ; it does not followy that all mankind muft
:tamely fubmit to be your flaves. If I had yielded witheut
refiftance,

1
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ance, neither the perverfenefs of my fortune, nor the
glory of your triumph had been fo remarkable.- Punifh
me with death, and I fhall foon be forgotten.” Suffer
fiie to live, and I fhall remain an everlafting monu-
ment of your clemency.”

T he manner in which this noble fpeech was deliver-
ed, affe@ed the whole audience, and made fuch an
impreffion on the Emperor, that he ordered the chains
of * CARACTACUS and his family to be taken off
and AGRIPPINA, who was more than an equal aflociate
in the empire, not only received the captive Britons
“with great marks of kindnefs and compaffion, but con-
firmed to them the enjoyment of their liberty.

From the defeat of CARAcTACUS, the Romans
became mafters of Britain; and it Was now time to
revenge themfelves, on their greateft enemies, the
Druids. ‘

PauLinus SuETON1US, 2 man of a cruel, impetu~
eus, haughty difpofition, was pitched upon to take the
command ; and having in the firft feCtion ebferved,
that the Druids, on the approach of danger, retired to
a place of fafety, which, by TaciTus, is faid to be
Anglefey.—And here the author gives a’ludicrous ac-
count of thefe religionifts: but here—in this ifland,
‘when the Romans knocked at their very door, were
ready to break'up their nefts, and unmercifully fall
upon them ; then it was no longer time for them to
ftand upon priviledges, and cry immunes bello, that
they were no votaries of Mars, no men of war! no,

they

* As every thingrelating to fo great a man deferves notice, it wonld be
Snjurious not to meation the refletion he made on viewing the city, andad-
thiring the beauties of Rome. ¢¢ Nothing, faid he, furprizes me fo much,
a3 that the Romans who have fuch magnificent palaces of their owa, fhowld
edvy the wretched huts and cabbins ofthe Britoas,”

H
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they muft now to arms, and defend themfelves, their
groves, temples, and altars.

Here Tacitus finds them out;; as ifhis pen, having
taken thehint from C &5 AR had travelledall the conquer-
ed provinces of Britain, in queft of thefe Druids, and
of the place of their abode and ftudies. And at laft,
by tracing the fteps of PAuLINUS over a fmall arm of
the fea, he fell onthe very fpot, and there, at the firft
dafh, gave usan army of them; for mentioning there,
the Britons refifting the landing of the Romans in
the ifland, he fays, their army (meaning the Britons)
was furrounded by another army (for he defcribes them
no lefs) of Druids of both fexes: And thofe too in
great numbers—that he calls them, “ a fquadron, .
of viragos, and madmen.”’ The Druids fhewing here
no doubt, fome part of their ufual behaviour at their
facred ceremontes, i. e. in pouring out vollies of exe-
crations on the infulting Romans ; ‘as ‘the women did.
alfo, in running about like furies, with burning torches
in their hands, clad in fearful habits, with their hair
waving behind them. ' ‘ "

But when the fpiritual fword proved toe fhort, the
Druids fell a lamentable facrifice on their own altars,
to the Romans extremeft outrage and cruelty, whom
they threw on their facrificeing fires, deftroying their
beloved groves and altars. '

PavuLINus, in the height of all thefe excefles, was

. haftily recalled to quell an infurrection of a very fe-

rious nature—< PRASUTAGUS their king, * late
deccafed, had bequeathed his eftate, as a joint inheri-
tance between the Emperor and his own daughters, in
hopes, that by the facrifice of one part, he might

fecure

- @ Of the Iceni, who inhabited Cambridgefhire, Norfolk, Suffolk, and
pasts of Effex; and the eountry as fur north as Lincolnthire.
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fecure the other to his family ; but his precaution was
rendered abortive by CaTus, the Procurator of the
Province, who took poffeflion of the whole, on pre-
.tence of executing the will of the deceafed. Bonbpui-
cA the widow of PRASUTAGUS, remonftrating againft
this condud, as an adt of m)uftncc 3 he ordered her to
be fcourged, violated the chaftity of her two daughters,
treated her relations like flaves, feized the houfps of '
her hufband, pillaged his kingdom, and turned the ne-
bility out of their paternal eftates.”

Thefe fhocking barbarities exaggerated by the queen,
and what had been pradtifed againft the Druids, con-
tributed to make this revolt univerfal, For the Druids
interfperfed throughout the kingdom, no {ooner heard
of the maffacre of their brethren, and the deftruction
of their feminary,” then, it is natural to fuppofe, they
ftirred up the people to a general infurre@ion; and
the people as naturally, rofe in defence of their religion.
That this is one of the motives which animated the
Britons on this occafion, feems evident from the pro-

"digious numbers brought into the field. BonDucra

and her army intoxicated with fuccefs, threw afide
every fentiment of compaflion. No lef¢ then eighty
thoufand Romans are reputed to have fallen yictims to

their fury *.
Pav-

*® This celebrated heroine goes in different authors by different names,
being called Boadice2, Voadicea, and Bonducia. She isrepr:fent d astull,
of a remarkable beauty, of a mafculine deportment, a commanding feverity
in her countenance, z lond fhrill voice, and havinga large quantity of yel
Jow hair that flowed down to her wafte. She wore about her neck, a
mafly golden chain, and a flowing robe of varioys colours, over which
was thrown a mantle of coarfer ftuff. In her hand the bore a fpear, and
from a throne of turf harangued her army, regapitulatiog the wrongs they
had fuffered, reminding them of the bravery of their anceflors, expatiating

Ha 808
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. and put their heads together, to concert the beft and”

>

PavuLiNus pofted his army in an advantageous fpot -

of ground; the Britons elated with their late conquefts,
came in order to attack him, to the number of 230,000,
at the head of which appeared BoNDucIA, drawn
in a chariot with her two daughters, and after making
a fpeech in which fhe recited her injuries, fpirited them
Up to revenge, and animated them with hopes of divine
affiftance.  She led them on to the charge, but the mi-
litary dxfcxphne of the Romans prevailed, no lefs than
80,000 Britons fell on that day ; BoNDUCIA not being
able to bear the thoughts of fubmiffion, put an .end to
herfelf by poifon,

In this interim, the Roman forces being all gone - .

from the ifland, the Druids, upon that welcome fun-
thine, after fo terrible a ftarm; might fafely peep out;
and forfaking their caves and coverts, might come once
more in view, to contemplate an the fate of the place,

fitteft meafures to dxfpofe and order themfelves and theit
affairs for the fyture. They faw every where the de-
plorable effects of fire and fword. They beheld in
every corner the marks of the Romans implacable
hatred to thiem and- their religion, wounding their fouls
with ghaftly profpe@s of ruin and defolation. - Their

graves deftroyed, their altars, pillars, and ether facred

inftruments and obje&s of their worthip, laid level
with the ground ; and their erefted ftruétures and habi-

tations, demolifhed and funk into athes and ruins.
‘This

-

npon theirlage fuccefs again® their oppreffors, exhorting them to the definge
of thdkr liberty, at the expence o§ their lives, and animating them with
hapes, that the Gods would give fuccefs to their arms. Having thus in-
flamed their courage, fhe let Ioofe a hare, which fhe had concealed in her
bafom, and gave thanks aloud for that hwppy omen, t0 Adrafte the Byitify
Gaddefs of War. Dio. L. 62,

‘
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This- muft needs exceedingly afli&t and grieve thefe
diftrefled people, already extremely intenerated by the -
difappointments of their adored powers; to find them. -
felves and their facred places conﬁgned and abandoned
by their gods (whom they in vain fought to appeafe
with their profufeft adoratnon) to the rage-and fury. of
their .incenfed wrathful enemies, undér whofc lath they
had fo lately fmarted,

Thefe, or the like refleions, it is natuml to con-
ceive, wrought in the minds of thefe rellglous people
when' their thoughts began to clear, and determined

“them to quit the ifland ; for although, under the charms

and infatuations of their rehgxon, they gave fpcc:mens

- of very abfurd and impolitic carriage, which muft not

on that account be excufed them ; yet,- in other refpects
they muft be allowed to be a fober, lntclhgent fort of
Jpeople. .
-AcGRricoLA fifteen yezrs vxﬁted tlus ifland, ‘and :
the only perfons found there, were the Ordivicesy
as for the Druids, there is no mention of; hence it is pro-
bable, that they left the iffland immediately after the
attempt of * SurToNIUs. From hence it appears,

. 10me of them went to Ireland, where they were re-

:markably numerous, at the time of St. Patrick; and
others to the Ifle of Man, to Scotland, and the Scottith
iflands. After the propagation of Chriftianity, they
were obliged to a third remove, and fecm to have fled
to Iceland, where feveral®of their monuments fill re.
thain ; and after having fpread in Norway; Denmark,
and other northern countsdes, were. entircly extin-

Such

* A.D. 6s
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Such are the wrecks of this celebrated fe&, that have
efcaped the deluge of time; though few, they are va-
luable ; valuable not only on account of their intrinfic
worth, but likewife as other rarieties are, en account
ef their antiquity and fcarcenefs. )

SECTION
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SECTION, IV.

Druidifb Hicrarchy bow far maintained, mtd:r the Bar-
dic Syfiem. '

HAVING in the foreéoing SeQion (literally) de-
duced from the moft probable circumftances, of .
the extirpation of the Druids, I fhall briefly touch o -
what is moft remarkable of their tenets ‘under the
Bardic fyftem, in refutation to mxﬁnformed antnqua-
rians.

Firft, we are to obferve, that from the defcent of -
the Romans in Britain, their .political condu@® was’
not in the leaft inferior to their military prowefs; they’

. found the Britons readily yielded to the temptations of
luxury: ghey artfully increafed thefe temptations, by
introducing the fcipnces of eloquence and architeCturey
and the iflander® wgre fo enchanted with the manwers
and cuftoms of their eneinies, that they not only applied

_ themfelves to leatn the’ Roman languaoe, but miny of
them wore the Roman drefs. *

" Secondly, they diligently ftudied the genius and dil-
poﬁtnons of our-forefathers, and had obferved from ex—
perience, that -the Britons were more difficult to be
forced, than induced to yield; generofity attradted them’
into friendthip-and compliance. Severity drove thenr
to obftinacy and sebellion. They were extremely apt
to imbibe and imitate the manners of forcign nationg.
They who were ncareft to Gaul, aflumed the Gallic
faﬂ'uons and bchakur ; and as the Romans were ftill
a po iter
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_a politer people, their national cuftoms and elegancies
“were flill more acceptable to the Britons: So that, in &

few years, they had both the pride and fatisfaction of

‘feeing the Roman porticoes, baths, and other fiructures

of magniﬁcence imitated, and in 2 manner transferred
into various parts of Britain.
“ The ignorant, (as Tacirus fays) looked uporr

. this as the dawn of humanity: the wife know it to be

one of the chief roots of flavery.”

* Thirdly, that the druidical fuperf’cmon vanifhed on
the glad tidings of the Prince of Peace, whofe Difciples
came to Britain and preached redemption toall mankind,
which our anceftors feem to have acquiefced with, if
not chearfully,at leaft prudently in their prefent fituation
and being a maxim with theBards (asit was with the
Druids) to maintain peace and good order, the Bard rea-
dily admitting whatever tended to promote the fame, i.e.
¢ to believe nothing, and to believe every thing; that is,
tobelieve every thing fupported by reafen and proof,
and-nothing without.”” and nothing could be more cheer-
ful to our predecefforsin their calamitous fituation, than
the glorious rays of the Gofpel, which confirms me in
my opinion, that fupcrﬁmon diffolved befor: its true
light.

It isreported that St. James, thefon of ZEBEDEE,
with his Mother SALOME, came into Britain to give
tidings of CHR1sT, about fix years after, after the refur-
retion, and alfo that SitMoN ZELOTES came to Britain
about four years after, preaching the Gofpel, and was
taken up and martyred by the Macrxf’crates, or Druids,
who wers then of great power. And it is alfo affirmed

“that ArIsTOBULUS the brother of St. BARNABAS was

fentby St. PAuL and St. BARNABAS to be their bifhop
about the year A.D. 51 and that St. PauL travelled to

Britain and eftablithed a Church therein,A.D. 59. Now
dince
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fince we are pretty fure from the beft foreign autho-
rity, that St. PauL, came to Britain about the time
now mentioned, there is not a doubt but he planted a.
Church, and propagated the Chriftian Faith; and that

. from the extirpation of the Druids, -the Britons em-

braced the Chriftian Relxgton, as appears from feveral

 relicls that have been found in their places of worfhip.

It is probable, that there were particular Chriftians in
this ifland even before this time, as appears from the
brafs medal of our <Saviour, which was found at Tre’r
Drew, or the Druid’s town in Anglefea, with the fol-
lowing Hebrew legend:— This is Jesus CurisT,
the Mediator.”” This curious relick, very poﬂibl'y.
belonged to fome Chyiftian who was murthered in this
ifland before the Druids were extirpated by SveTon1-
vs; and TacrTos informs us of Pomponia Grz-

cINA, the wifeof A. PLAuTIUS Was perfecuted for -
profefling Chriftianity, as earlyas A. D. 57. 'Crav-

‘p1Us Ru¥INa anpther Britifh lady, aconvert of St.
PavL,is mentioned in St. PauL’s Second Epiftle to
- Timothy, 4, 21 ; and I may infer from the foregoing
teftimonies, that Authors have erroneoufly tranfcriped,
who aver, that Druids were in Britain later than

‘A. D. 62, though it muft be acknowledged, that Chrif--

tianity did not flourifh here until the time of Con-

. STANTINE, who died at York, A. D. 337.

As having in the former Sections givea a minute.de<

tail of the feveral orders of Druids, under the appella-"
tion of Bards, mult lét it fuffice to fay, that the Bardic .

fyftem remained in Britain for feveral centuries after the

introduion of Chriftianity ; and their religious func- -

tions, fimilar to that of the- Druids, 7. e they heid their

- Gorfeddau in the open air, while the fun was above

the horizon, as they were'to perform every thing én the

" eye of the light, and in the face of the fun, &c. af .
I - ferting
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ferting oémprehenﬁvel,’& Pheir religious tenets, viz.
God cannot be matter—nnd what is not matter, muft
be God.

.. Propitiary facrifice was a part' of theif . religion, and
their metempfychofis, was.an incitement- to good
morals, and was a reftraint on them not to kill animals,
except thofe that might caufe the death of a man.

They wore uni-coloured robes—emblematical of ho-

linefs, peace, truth, &c. The leftures they gave, were
ftri& morality, condemning the errors of the Romith
Church, by which means they, incurred the hatred of
the Priefts and. Monks ; but in the fequel, we find, that
their writings are an ornament to the age, always con-
veymg lively fentlments of piety and virtue.

"The followingis a (pecxmen of Bardic verfes in praife
of LLyweryn I,

May Curist, who form’d, and governs | Earth and Heav'n,
Prote& me from misfortune’s gloomy way ;
That Car1sT myfterious, makes me wifgand mild,
. E're to the narrow houfe of Death I go!
May He with eloquence atture my tongue,
To praife my chiet, whofe courfeis noify war ; .
Ard may he grant me -from pure Nature’s ftore
A penetrating geaxus unrefirain’d,

‘¢

FINIS.
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